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That must mean me. I’m 
not a magpie but 

I’m sure proud of my long 
tail feathers and my 

neighbours do wear stylish 
plumes and quills. 
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Want to hear me sing? 
Just scan the QR-code. 

Want to know more? 
My website is just the 

place! 
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Neighbours with feathers 
Birds live everywhere around us. No matter whether you live in 

the country or the city you can see and hear them, but have 

you ever really watched them?  

I live near the Long Bay – 

Okura Marine Reserve. At 

the end of my street 

there’s a tidal estuary and 

over the river there’s a 

native bush reserve, part 

of the “North-West 

Wildlink” project.  

A wildlife corridor 

stretches from the 

Waitakere Ranges “Ark in 

the Park” to Tiritiri 

Matangi, a scientific 

island reserve off the tip of 

the Whangaparoa 

Peninsula.  

One morning I was watching a 

tui flitting through the trees. He 

landed on the flower stem of a 

flax bush and hopped from 

flower to flower looking for 

nectar. His head was soon 

covered in pollen. Around me I 

could hear lots of bird song and I 

wondered how many feathered 

neighbours lived nearby.  



 

 3 

I began to make a list of the birds I saw or heard about me. My 

list soon had more than 30 different birds! How could I have 

been so unaware? This made me want to learn more about 

birds. I started to think all sorts of random, bird-related thoughts 

and ask quirky questions.  

I began to discover the secret life of birds. 

How many neighbours with feathers do you have? Maybe like 

me you have never checked out the abundance of life around 

you. Stop for five minutes and make a note of everything you 

can see. How many of my neighbours are your neighbours and 

where do they like to hide? 

If you like birds you could start your own journal or maybe you 

like butterflies or flowers, or trees or insects. Whatever interests 

you, use it as a starting place and become an expert. You are 

sure to begin a new, rewarding and interesting hobby. 

. 

  
Learn 

something 
new.  

Have 
fun! 

Every day. 
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Become a bird detective 

Which bird is that? 
It can be exciting to see a bird you don’t recognise. Study the 

area and discover clues to help identify it. Grownups may 

recognise your mystery bird but the best bird watchers are 

thrilled when they see something new. 

It may be that this bird has never been seen before in this area 

and then you have made an interesting discovery. Different 

bird species can be very similar and perhaps you can’t decide 

which it might be. 

To identify the bird try to get a good photograph. This is harder 

than it sounds, birds are often camera-shy. A clear snapshot 

can help you find the answer later. Compare your photo with 

others found on the Internet or in a book. Often this is the 

fastest way to get its name. 

To identify a new bird, look for these four clues. 

  

What am I? 

Do you know? 


